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President’s Letter – Bill K3WA 

Welcome to March 2026!  After a brutal cold month and way more ice and snow than 
most of us wanted, we can look forward to some warmer weather.  Now we can get out 
there and work on our antenna farms. 
 
To find something good to say about February: the freezing temperatures and white stuff 
falling from the sky made it easier to get our butts in our chairs and take advantage of 
the four 5M contests and four state QSO parties.  And that you did.  The bands were full 
of PVRCers as were the on-line scoreboards.  You really did get on there and made 
noise.  The 3830 scores you all amassed were really impressive. 
   
We gained two new PVRC members so far this year and it was heartening to see them 
already in the contests and 3830 entries.  Welcome! 
 
March will be an easier month – just two 5M contests, both SSB.  There are four state 
QSO parties this month.  Two of them are in PVRC-land, North Carolina and Virginia.  I 
hope you all get on the air and into the contests.  It doesn’t matter if you operate from a 
major contest station in a rare location or running QRP with an antenna in your attic 
deep in the heart of Baltimore.  You’ll have fun - and your score counts for yourself and 
for PVRC. 
 
GO PVRC!  Have fun!  
Bill K3WA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: John K3TN jpescatore@aol.com 

Website: http://www.pvrc.org 

Meeting Info: http://www.pvrc.org/chapters.htm 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/PotomacValleyRadioClub/ 

mailto:jpescatore@aol.com
http://www.pvrc.org/
http://www.pvrc.org/chapters.htm
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PotomacValleyRadioClub/
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PVRC Reunion on the Air 2026 Announcement 
 
OVERVIEW 
Wednesday 10 June 4 to 8 PM 
Pre Reunion Zoom Gathering 4 to 5 PM 
CW  5 to 6 PM 
RTTY  6 to 7 PM  
SSB  7 to 8 PM 
Thursday 11 June 6 to 9 PM 
RTTY 6 to 7 PM 
CW 7 to 8 PM 
SSB  8 to 9 PM 
Friday 12 June 7 to 11 PM 
SSB  7 to 8 PM 
CW  8 to 9 PM  
RTTY  9 to 10 PM 
Post Reunion Zoom Meeting 10 to 11 PM 
 
Exchange 
A PVRC member's exchange is the year you joined PVRC, your name, your 
state/country, and your callsign when you joined PVRC  
The UDC is published on N1MM+ web site 
The Call History is prepared and will be published just before the reunion to ensure all 
new members are included 
 
Meet and Greet Zoom Sessions 
We will hold two meet-and-greet Zoom meeting sessions.  The first is at 4PM on 
Wednesday 10 June and the second Friday 12 June at 10 PM after the third session. 
The link for the Zoom meeting will be distributed on the PVRC Reflector and our web 
site. 
 
Please see the PVRC website for details. 
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From the Wayback Machine: Bill N6ZFO 

  
 
 
Bill N6ZFO: 
Here is the photo from my K6OPI 
portable operation from some 
motel near Hayden, AZ in about 
1957.   My original SX71 had been 
replaced with the SX 100  My 
father was extraordinarily 
cooperative with lugging radio gear 
along on these summer trips 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Previous set up at home 
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W4BVV’s Long CQ: A Reminiscence – Art K3KU 

 

 
On the CQ-Contest reflector VE3DZ posted a link to a 1971 recording of a CW CQ from 
the W4BVV(SK) Multi-Multi operation. 
 
W1ARR(SK) recruited me (K3OAE back then) in the late 1960s to be one of the 
operators at W4BVV. Gene W3ZZ (SK) then W3BQV, formerly K1ANV, said of me "He 
didn't know a G from a DL!"  And he was just about right. 
 
At some point during my years at 'BVV I built the boxes that were used for the CQ 
machines you hear in the recording. Tom had little stereo cassette tape recorders, one 
for each band/station. They had cassettes that were short continuous loops of tape. We 
would record the CQ message CW audio on one track, and a continuous tone on the 
other track. My boxes had simple rectifiers for the audio tones - the CW track to drive the 
key line, the continuous tone to drive the PTT; some kind of push button start. I don't 
remember what I used for drivers - transistor switches, relays? For phone, the CQ 
message was recorded on one track, and the second track was still used for 
PTT.  W3ZZ recorded the first tapes - everybody called CQ with Gene’s voice. 
 
I think that the long and slow CQ in the linked audio file was K4YF (SK) (then K3NPV) 
on 80M. You didn't get a lot of rate or volume on 80M back then. Tom's 80M antenna 
was four sloping dipoles off one of the towers - a pretty good antenna in those days. Of 
course, "in those days" we were logging on paper, with paper dupe sheets. Except 
K4YF, a blind op, who used a portable typewriter. 
 
Dupe sheets: W4BVV himself had access to a computer (later, we would have called it a 
"main frame").  Between the TWO WEEKENDS of each mode of the ARRL DX Contest 
he would enter the entire log for each band into a sorting program and output a printed 
alphabetical list of stations worked for us to use going into the second weekend. We 
would read the 80M list to K4YF just before the contest re-started. 
 
For 160M Tom had an old DX-100 in the corner (I think we still had power limits on 
160M) and another set of four-sloper dipoles on a different tower.  I think that now and 
then in the night somebody would fire up on 160M, work the few QSOs and multipliers 
you knew would be on, and maybe a sked or two. 
 
One time, W3ZZ wondered, "If you had a computer that would give you a red light or 
green light to tell you if a call was a dupe, would it give you an unbeatable advantage?" 
Gene did tend to overstate things, as those who knew him would attest. He is still 
missed, as are W4BVV, K4YF, W1ARR and many of the other ops from the old W4BVV 
team. 
 
Dave K3ZJ added: “The origin of that W4BVV recording was Fred K3ZO, and the recording 
location was Vietnam. In addition to W4BVV, recordings that he made of W3AU, W4KFC, & 
W3PZW are on the PVRC website. 
 
The "rest of the story" and those recordings can be accessed  at 
https://www.pvrc.org/wav/cw_audio.html 
 

 

https://hamgallery.com/dx1970/w4bvv.mp3
https://www.pvrc.org/wav/cw_audio.html
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PVRC Bling – Jim N3JT 

 
 
I am a proud member of the Radio 
Telegraphy Very High Speed CW Club 
(VHSC). I used to be able to go much 
faster but am slowing. VHSC is 40 wpm 
sending for 30 minutes by paddle and 
copying by ear.  
 
I had my certificate made into a plaque. It 
is heavy, dark wood.  I think it looks rather 
attractive. See attached. 
 
So, should I mount in the shack wall in 
Florida or Virginia!!!!??? 
 
 
Jim, N3JT 
 
 
 

 

Membership News – Steve NC4SW 

  

Please welcome: 

 

➢ Charles KQ4TNF in the NC Chapter. 

➢ Tyler NI1T in the Laurel MD Chapter. 

 

Chapter leaders please remember to complete the Meeting Attendance Report. 

Members can check and update their roster details via the Roster Lookup.  

 

Upcoming Contests – from WA7BNM 

 

March 2026 

+ ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Mar 7 to 2400Z, Mar 8 

+ North American Sprint, RTTY 0000Z-0359Z, Mar 15 

+ YOTA Contest 1000Z-2159Z, Mar 15 

+ Russian DX Contest 1200Z, Mar 21 to 1200Z, Mar 22 

+ Virginia QSO Party 
1400Z, Mar 21 to 0400Z, Mar 22 and 
  1200Z-2400Z, Mar 22 

+ CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Mar 28 to 2359Z, Mar 29 

 

RED – scores count towards PVRC 5M Awards or Challenge Program 

 

https://www.morsecode.nl/vhsc%20club.html
https://www.pvrc.org/meetingreport/
http://www.pvrc.org/how-to-update-your-pvrc-roster-information/
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=289
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=155
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=696
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=310
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=302
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=291
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Editor’s Last Word – John K3TN 

  

Thanks to K3KU, N6ZFO and N3JT for contributions to this issue of the PVRC 
newsletter.  

 

In the ARRL DX and the NAQPs, ten meters showed signs of making the inevitable slide 
downhill into being more like a VHF band – we’ve gotten spoiled over the past 4 or 5 
contest seasons!  

 

The quality and usefulness of the PVRC newsletter depends on contributions from 
members. If you have photos from club meetings, screenshots of new contest software, 
or writeups on station improvements or contest war stories, send them in any format to 
jpescatore at aol dot com. 
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From the PVRC Treasurer – Ted WA3AER 

 
PVRC has chosen not to implement an annual dues requirement.  We depend on the 
generosity of all our club members to finance our annual budget. In addition, active 
PVRC members are expected to participate and submit logs for at least two PVRC Club 
Competition contests per year. Our largest annual expenditure is for 5M and Olympics 
awards and postage. Members, please take this into consideration when making your 
annual donation to your club. 
 
When contemplating your donation to PVRC, each member should consider the benefit 
you are receiving from PVRC and its many opportunities for your personal growth in our 
wonderful hobby, then donate accordingly. 
 
Direct donations to PVRC via Credit Card or PayPal may be made by clicking this 
"Donate" button and clicking the next Donate button that appears on your screen: 
 
 

 
Donations to PVRC are not tax deductible 

 
 

Eyeball QSO Directions 

  
The latest info on local club meetings and get togethers will always be sent out on the 
PVRC reflector and posted on the PVRC web site.  
 
 

                      
  

http://mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo/pvrc
http://www.pvrc.org/chapters.htm
http://www.pvrc.org/donation.htm
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Now a Word From Our Sponsors 

  
PVRC doesn't ask for dues, but the Club does have expenses. You can also support the 
Club by buying from the firms listed who advertise in the newsletter!       

 

                      
Your source for DX News! 

Get a free two week trial of The Daily DX and The Weekly DX by sending a request to 
bernie@dailydx.com. 

 

The Daily DX 
3025 Hobbs Road 

Glenwood, Maryland 21738 
Phone: 410-489-6518 

 
 

                  
 
 

 

PVRC QSL Cards 
 by  

LZ1JZ QSL Print 

mailto:bernie@dailydx.com
http://www.lz1jz.com/


Tech Support
330-572-3200 DXEngineering@DXEngineering.com 
9 am to 7 pm ET, Monday-Friday
9 am to 5 pm ET, Saturday

Order by Phone Order Online
800-777-0703 Country Code: +1
9 am to midnight ET, Monday-Friday
9 am to 5 pm ET, Weekends

www.DXEngineering.com
Most orders over $99 ship free
Request a Free Catalog

Make the Change to a More Satisfying Ham Radio Purchasing Experience

Get the Power You Need!
When your station needs serious power, turn to DX Engineering—the premier provider of amplifi ers from 
the world’s leading manufacturers: ACOM, OM Power, Icom (PW-2), 4O3A (Power Genius), RM Italy, 
Toptek, and Palstar. Because we have so many options available in a range of prices and capabilities, 
you’re sure to fi nd the amplifi er that meets your exact needs.

Plus, enjoy the industry’s fastest shipping, easiest-to-use website, and friendliest customer service from 
operators with a combined 1,000-plus years of experience.  

Nobody Has More 
Amplifiers than

DX Engineering!





IC-2730A |  VHF/UHF Dual Band Transceiver
• VHF/VHF, UHF/UHF simultaneous receive • 50 watts of output on 
VHF and UHF • Optional VS-3 Bluetooth® headset • Easy-to-See 
large white backlight LCD • Controller attachment to the main Unit 

IC-7760 |  HF150MHZ All Mode Transceiver
•	New Design-Remote Control Head & Separate RF Deck • Dual 
Independent Receivers, Spectrum Scope & Waterfall • 200 Watts 
Output 100% Duty Cycle • Flexible Remote Operation Capabilities

IC-7610 |  HF/50 MHz All Mode Transceiver
• Large 7-inch color display with high resolution real-time spectrum 
scope and waterfall • Independent direct sampling receivers 
capable of receiving two bands/two modes simultaneously

IC-7300MK2 |  HF/50MHz All Mode Transceiver
•	HDMITM Port for External Display • RX-ANT Connectors for 
Band Pass Filters, Preamps & Receiving Antennas • Built-In CW 
Decoder • APF (Audio Peak Filter) for CW Signals

IC-PW2 | HF-50 MHz 1kW Linear Amplifier
• 1kW Output Full Duty Single Operator Two Radios (SO2R) • Built-
in Automatic Antenna Tuner • Detachable Controller with Touch 
Screen Display • 2x6 Automatic Antenna Selector - 2 Radio Inputs 
& 6 Antenna Connections

IC-7100  |  All Mode Transceiver
•	HF/50/144/430/440 MHz Multi-band, Multi-mode, IF DSP • 
D-STAR DV Mode (Digital Voice + Data) • Intuitive Touch Screen 
Interface • Built-in RTTY Functions

IC-705 |  HF/50/144/430 MHz All Mode Transceiver
• RF Direct Sampling • Real-Time Spectrum Scope and Waterfall 
Display • Large Color Touch Screen • Supports QRP/QRPp • 
Bluetooth® and Wireless LAN Built-in

ID-50A |  VHF/UHF D-STAR Portable
• High Visible LCD with Backlight Function • Find 
Nearby Repeaters with the Built-In GPS • Easy 
D-STAR Settings for Beginners • Voice Recorder 
Function • Share Pictures in DV Mode

IC-9700 |  All Mode Tri-Band Transceiver
•	VHF/UHF/1.2GHz • Direct Sampling Now Enters the VHF/UHF 
Arena • 4.3” Touch Screen Color TFT LCD • Real-Time, High-Speed 
Spectrum Scope & Waterfall Display • Smooth Satellite Operation

IC-V3500  | 144MHz FM Mobile
• 65W of Power for Long Range Communications • 4.5 Watts 
Loud & Clear Audio •  Modern White Display & Simple Operation 
• Weather Channel Receive & Alert Function

IC-R8600 |  Wideband SDR Receiver
10 kHz to 3 GHz Super Wideband Coverage • Real-time Spectrum 
Scope w/Waterfall Function • Remote Control Function through IP 
Network or USB Cable • Decodes Digital Incl P25, NXDNTM,  D-STAR 
• SD Card Slot for Receiver Recorder

ID-5100 AD
VHF/UHF Dual Band Digital Transceiver
• Analog FM/D-Star DV Mode • SD Card Slot for Voice & Data 
Storage • 50W Output on VHF/UHF Bands • Integrated GPS 	
Receiver • AM Airband Dualwatch

IC-V86 |  VHF 7W HT
•	7W OutputPower Plus New Antenna Provides 1.5 
Times More Coverage • More Audio, 1500 mW 
Audio Output • IP54 & MIL-STD 810G–Rugged 
Design Against Dust & Water  • 19 Hours of Long 
Lasting Battery Life • 200 Memory Channels, 1 Call 
Channel & 6 Scan Edges

IC-T10 |  Rugged 144/430 MHz Dual Band
•	Disaster Ready - Excellent Fit for Your Emergency 
Bag • Loud Audio - New Speaker Design • Long 
Bettery Life - Up to 11 Hours  • FM Broadcast & 
Weather Channels

ID-52A | VHF/UHF D-STAR Portable
• Bluetooth® Communication • Simultane-
ous Reception in V/V, U/U, V/U and DV/DV • 
Enriched D-STAR® Features Including the 
Terminal Mode/Access Point Mode • UHF 
(225~374.995MHz) Air Band Reception

The Icom logo is a registered trademark of Icom Inc. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions subject to change without notice.

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

  55 Ways  Ways 
to Shop!to Shop!

ID-52A Plus
version

available!

LE version 
available!

IC-2730B
version

available!

WWW.HAMRADIO.COMWWW.HAMRADIO.COM

Family owned and operated since 1971

IC-7300

version

available!

Two 
versions

available!



PORTLAND, OR  
(800) 765-4267

DENVER, CO  
(800) 444-9476

PHOENIX, AZ  
(800) 559-7388 

PLANO, TX  
(877) 455-8750

WINTER SPRINGS, FL  
(800) 327-1917

ATLANTA, GA  
(800) 444-7927

MILWAUKEE, WI
(800) 558-0411

NEW CASTLE, DE 
(800) 644-4476

WOODBRIDGE, VA  
(800) 444-4799

SALEM, NH  
(800) 444-0047

FTDX101D |  HF + 6M Transceiver
• Narrow Band SDR & Direct Sampling SDR • Crystal Roofing 
Filters Phenomenal Multi-Signal Receiving Characteristics • Un-
paralleled - 70dB Maximum Attenuation VC-Tune • 15 Separate 
(HAM 10 + GEN 5) Powerful Band Pass Filters • New Generation 
Scope Displays 3-Dimensional Spectrum Stream

FTDX101MP |  200W HF/50MHz Transceiver
• Hybrid SDR Configuration • Unparalleled 70 dB Max. Attenuation 
VC-Tune • New Generation Scope Display 3DSS • ABI (Active Band 
Indicator) & MPVD (Multi-Purpose VFO Outer Dial) • PC Remote 
Control Software to Expand the Operating Range • Includes 
External Power With Matching Front Speaker

FTDX10 |  HF/50MHz 100 W SDR Transceiver
•	Narrow Band and Direct Sampling SDR • Down Conversion, 
9MHz IF Roofing Filters Produce Excellent Shape Factor • 5” 
Full-Color Touch Panel w/3D Spectrum Stream • High Speed 
Auto Antenna Tuner • Microphone Amplifier w/3-Stage Parametric 
Equalizer • Remote Operation w/optional LAN Unit (SCU-LAN10)

FT-991A | HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver
Real-time Spectrum Scope with Automatic Scope Control • 
Multi-color waterfall display • State of the art 32-bit Digital 
Signal Processing System • 3kHz Roofing Filter for enhanced 
performance • 3.5 Inch Full Color TFT USB Capable • Internal 
Automatic Antenna Tuner • High Accuracy TCXO

• RETAIL LOCATIONS – Store hours 10:00AM - 5:30PM - Closed Sunday
• PHONE – Toll-free phone hours 9:30AM - 5:30PM
• ONLINE – WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

• FAX – All store locations
• MAIL – All store locations

  55 Ways  Ways 
to Shop!to Shop!

ANAHEIM, CA  
(800) 854-6046 
SACRAMENTO, CA  
(877) 892-1745 

FT-891 |  HF+50 MHz All Mode Mobile Transceiver
Stable 100 Watt Output • 32-Bit IF DSP • Large Dot Matrix LCD 
Display with Quick Spectrum Scope • USB Port Allows Connec-
tion to a PC with a Single Cable • CAT Control, PTT/RTTY Control

FT-3185RASP | Heavy-Duty 85W 2M FM Transceiver

• Massive Heatsink Ensures Reliable 85W RF Power • Super-DX 
Function Increases Receiver Sensitivity & Weak Signal Reception • 
221 Memory Channels • Large 6-Character Alpha-Numeric Display

FTX-1 Optima |  HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr
• Detachable Field head For QRP SOTA/POTA Adventures • 
Attach Field Head to SPA-1 For 100 Watts (Base Operations) • 
SPA-1 Includes Internal HF Antenna Tuner • SSB, CW, AM, FM 
and C4FM Digital

FT-70DR C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Xcvr
• System Fusion Compatible • Large Front 
Speaker delivers 700 mW of Loud Audio Output 
• Automatic Mode Select detects C4FM or Fm 
Analog and Switches Accordingly • Huge 1,105 
Channel Memory Capacity • External DC Jack for 
DC Supply and Battery Charging

VX-6R | VHF/UHF Dual Band Hand-Held
• Big-Radio Features in a Compact Package • 
Wide-band Receiver Coverage for Catching All the 
Action! • 900-Channel, 24-Banks Memory System 
• Outdoor-Ready Features including Waterproof 
Rating • Smart Search Automatic 31-Channel 
Scanning/Loading System

• High-Res Full-Color Touch Screen TFT LCD 
Display • Easy Hands-Free Operation w/Built-In 
Bluetooth© Unit • Built-In High Precision GPS 
Antenna • 1200/9600bps APRS Data Communi-
cations • Supports Simultaneous C4FM Digital • 
Micro SD Card Slot

FTX-1 Field |  HF/50/144/430MHz All Mode SDR Xcvr
Compact QRP SOTA/POTA Xcvr (8.4”W, 3.5”H, 2.2”D) • 6W (5W for 
QRP) • Includes 6400mAh High Capacity Li-ion Battery • SSB, CW, 
AM, FM and C4FM Digital • 10W of Power w/External Power Supply 
• Upgradable to 100W with Purchase of SPA-1

FT-710 Aess | HF/50MHz 100W SDR Transceiver
• Unmatched SDR Receiving Performance • Band Pass Filters Ded-
icated for the Amateur Bands • High Res 4.3-inch TFT Color Touch 
Display • AESS: Acoustic Enhanced Speaker System with SP-40 
For High-Fidelity Audio • Built-in High Speed Auto Antenna Tuner

FT-5DR 
C4FM/FM 144/430 MHz Dual Band

FTM-150RASP | 2M/430MHz FM True Dual Band Xcvr

• Dual Receivers Allowing (V+V, U+U, V+U, U+V) Operation • 55W 
VHF & 50W UHF • Heavy Duty Heat Sink w/Funnel Air Convection 
Conductor • Front & Main Body Speaker for 6W High Quality Audio 

FT-710 Field

version also

available!

FTM-510DRASP C4FM/FM 144/430MHz Dual Band Xcvr

• New Super-DX & ASP (Audio Digital Signal Processor Unit) • True 
Dual Bank Receive (V+V/U+U/V+U/U+V) • C4FM/C4FM Digital D-D 
Dual Receive • 2.4” High-Res Full-Color Touch-Panel Display • 
Wireless Operation Capability with Optional Bluetooth® Headset

Two
versions available!

Two
versions 
available!

Two
versions available!

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

*Free Shipping and Fast Delivery!

WWW.HAMRADIO.COM

*On most orders over $100 in the continental US. (Rural locations excluded.) Contact HRO for promotion details. Toll-free including Hawaii, Alaska and Canada. All HRO 800-lines can assist you. If the first line you call is busy, you may call another. Prices, specifications and descriptions 
subject to change without notice.


