President’s Letter — Rich NN3W

G reetings to all in PVRC land.

Before getting to my discussion of this
holiday season’s events, | just want to
extend a huge thanks to all of those out
there in the Potomac Valley Radio Club that
got on for the past month’'s worth of fall
contests. Once again, PVRC put on a tour
de force (I hate that phrase, by the way) in
the latest running of the November
Sweepstakes. PVRC put in nearly 130 logs
in the CW leg with over 10,000,000 points in
claimed score. This tally is nearly double
that of our nearest competitor! On SSB,
while logs are still coming in, over 120 logs
have come in, which is well above any other
club. Well done all — especially after some
rather tough curveballs were tossed our way
(i.e., Super Storm Sandy).

In addition to the November Sweepstakes,
the Mother of all Contests — the CQWW —
brought in gobs of DX to the deserving and
it is clear that the bands were humming with
activity...inside the PVRC circle and out.

DECEMBER 2012

PVRC Newsletter
December 2012

While November will soon be in the history
books, be aware that several great single
band events are right around the corner —
the ARRL 160 meter contest which runs this
coming weekend (Nov. 30 — Dec. 2), and
the ARRL 10 meter contest which follows
just one week later. These are great PVRC
5M point opportunities and should be great
events.

Now for other not “on the air’ events.....

The PVRC Central Holiday Dinner is
scheduled for Monday, December 3, at P. J.
Skidoos, at 9906 Lee Highway, in Fairfax,
VA, 703-591-4516, located about 3.6 miles
outside the Beltway on Route 50. Our
meeting room  accommodates  90+.
Reservations are required. Menu choices
are Chicken Breast Teriyaki with Rice and
Green Beans, Broiled Salmon with a Honey
Dijon Glaze accompanied by Oven Brown
Potatoes and Vegetables, or Prime Roast of
Beef with Baked Potato and Green Beans.
The price, including tax and gratuity, is only
$32.00! Meals include salad, bread and
butter, tea or coffee, and Chocolate Mousse
desert.



The highlights of our evening will be David
Collingham, K3LP, noted contester and
DXpeditioner. In addition, we will be
handing out numerous awards to the
membership — including 5M award plaques
and endorsements, as well as Club
Competition awards.

Please email me (richnn3w@pvrc.org) for a
reservation and listing your menu choice.
Payment is by cash or check written to
PVRC to Dave-WR3L at the dinner. No-
show will require payment.

Please notify me if you reserve but can’t

chair. Our dining room with cash bar will be
ready by 5:45 PM. Dinner will be served
during 6:45 to 7PM and we start the
program about 7:45, finishing about 9:15 or
So.

| know there are other dinners including the
Rappackers Christmas Dinner held at
Sakura's Japanese Steakhouse, on Plank
Rd (Route 3) in Fredericksburg on
December 6 at 7:00 pm. Please contact
Steve NR4M regarding that event.

73 and Happy Holidays,

attend so that someone else may have your Rich NN3W
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Shackstyles of the Loud and Contestiful — PVRC Operating Positions

| don’t know about you, but right after pictures of beams and towers I love pictures of
operating positions. The best thing about sites like QRZ.com and K8ND’s SO2R site has
been being able to see what the other guy’s set up looks like.

| received many contributions, showing the wide diversity of PVRC members:

Eric W3DQ — Panoramic View of the Rare DC Mult


http://www.k8nd.com/Radio/SO2R/K8ND_SO2R.htm
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Paul K5RT - Shack Symmetry



Alpha 9500
LP-100 (on top)

K3 w/ Ant

Switch
VHF Commander

MFJ SWR / WM

Dummy Load
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Under

NE3H Operating Position

Joe NE3H — An Amateur Station Avatar

1/3 of the W3LPL Multi (WX3B & K3WI making 3375 15m Qs on left, 10m on right)
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Dick W3GNQ — Who needs a PC when you have that rack with a steering wheel?

////7/ /\

Russ WA2VQV - Who needs a PC when you have a D104?



John K3TN — SO2R1W (1 wire)



Tom N4NW — With levitating middle monitor

Tony K4QE — The “K Line”



Marty WBAKS - “Gets the Job Done”



Ethan K8GU - compact SO2R

Jeff K30Q — Apartment Superstation
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Ed KN4KL/KG4KL — The Classic Panel Mount Station

Ken KE3X — SO2R2B (2 Birds)
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Membership News — Bud W3LL

PVRC added several new members since the last newsletter. Please welcome:

o Dick WAEA and Dave KK4XX in the Southwest VA Chapter.
e Amos N3NYC in the Northwest Chapter.
e Doug AASS in the Central Region.

Chapter leaders please remember to complete the Meeting Attendance Report.

Line Launch Aid Tip for PVRC — Art K3KU

Looking around for a "spinning reel" to use with archery gear for launching lines over trees, | found
this at Sports Authority in Rockville:
http://www.sportsauthority.com/product/index.jsp?productld=11533405&clickid=body rv_txt.

Wow! Only eight bucks! And the one in the store came loaded with line (10-Ib, | think). When you
push the thumb lock button in all the way, it stays unlocked -- the line plays out freely. An extra
advantage of this reel is the hole in its mounting foot. By filing down a hose clamp a little | attached it
to a home-store 3-ft garden steel stake as shown in the photo.

| hammered the stake a ways into the ground (at an appropriate angle), and had hands free to do the
archery. It worked great, and my dipole -- strung from neighbors' trees at each end -- is now about 50
or 60 feet up on the high end. | did leave several arrows hanging in the trees, but they were cheap,
too.

The Zebco reel might be available at other local stores. People are welcome to borrow my reel/stake

rig, and | have a roll of 10-Ib test line in case the stuff on the reel gets cut short and needs
replacement.
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http://www.pvrc.org/5M/meetingreport.php
http://www.sportsauthority.com/product/index.jsp?productId=11533405&clickid=body_rv_txt

The Science and Art of Listening — Eric W3DQ

The New York Times had an interesting piece by Seth S. Horowitz, an auditory
neuroscientist at Brown University, on why listening is much more than hearing. You can
read it here.

Webinar - "Tower Work: Tips & Techniques & Some Tools” - Ken K4ZW

A presentation outlining things we've learned from almost 100 years of combined
experience, focusing on safety, cost-savings, & problem-solving.

John Crovelli W2GD and Don Daso K4ZA
Date: Wednesday, December 12

Time: 9 PM EST (Thursday, December 13 - 02:00 UTC)
Registration (free): https://www2.gotomeeting.com/reqister/761813138

Upcoming Contests and Log Due Dates

Contests This Month Logs Due This Month
Dec 2 - 10M RTTY Dec 1 — OK/OM CW
Dec 9 — ARRL 10M Dec 4 — Ukrainian DX

Dec 15 — Croatian CW

Dec 16 — Rookie Roundup CW
Dec 29 — RAC Winter

Dec 29 — Stew Perry TopBand

See WA7BNM'’s Contest Calendar for more detail and the latest information.
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http://advancedbrain.com/sethhorowitz.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/11/opinion/sunday/why-listening-is-so-much-more-than-hearing.html?_r=0
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/761813138
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/weeklycont.php

The Editor’s Last Word — John K3TN

December brings contesting “at the edges”: the ARRL 10M and the Stew Perry Top
Band events. | really only got on 160 a few years ago, when Cycle 24 (the solar cycle,
not our advertiser...) was still late in getting here. | took a G5RV, shorted out the ladder
line feed, got out my slingshot and fishing reel (much like Art K3KU'’s setup) and got a
rope over a limb about 55 feet up in the air. | added about 17’ of copper wire to the
bottom of the shorted ladder line and | had a 51’ T or Marconi vertical. As | added
radials, the impedance dropped and my signal got better — just like all the antenna books
say. Not a killer signal but sure made 160 contesting a lot of fun — especially in the Stew
Perry where the points are distance based.

In 2009, 10 meters was basically a VHF band and the 10m contest was not that much
different from the ARRL VHF test. Boy, did Cycle 24 change that! And what a contrast to
160 meter contesting — wide open spaces, “quiet” pileups, no QRN and signals often
coming in from 360 degrees. As a wire-only station, my signal is pitiful on 10 but | did
buy K3WTI's MA-5 so there is a chance | might have something pointable up by the 10
meter test...

I’'m looking for contributions for the January issue — especially pictures. Did Santa bring

you any new gear? Any winter shack projects? Whatever ya got, send to jpescatore at
aol dot com.

73 John K3TN

Cycle 23-24 Sunspot Number Prediction (March 2006)

pANES

NASA/MSFC/Hathaway
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Eyeball QSO Directions

The latest info on local club meetings and get together will always be sent out on the
PVRC reflector and posted on the PVRC web site.

NW Region: Meetings are generally held on the third Tuesday of each month at the
City Buffet, 1306 W. Patrick Street, Frederick, MD. (301) 360-9666. It's in a small
shopping center. Most arrive about 6 PM for dinner and informal discussions. The
meeting begins at 7:00 PM.

From W. Patrick Street, turn up McCain Dr. (the Mountain View Diner is on the corner),
then turn right into the shopping center, then turn left and search for a parking place. The
City Buffet is tucked back in the left corner of the shopping center behind the Mountain
View Diner. You can't see the City Buffet from W. Patrick Street. Contact: Jim WX3B

Central Region: Meets monthly the second Monday of each month, except June, July &
August). The location alternates between the below MD and VA locations. Pre-meeting
dinners start at 6:00 pm and meetings start at 7:30 pm.

VA LOCATION: Anita's, 521 E. Maple Ave, Vienna, VA. Tel: 703-255-1001. Meets at
this location during the months of February, April and October.
Contact: Rich NN3W

MD LOCATION: Max’s Café. 2319 University Blvd W, Wheaton MD 20902. Tel: 301-
949-6297 People usually begin arriving at the restaurant around 6:30. Meets at this
location during the months of January, March, May, September and November. Contact:
Art K3KU

The Laurel, MD Region: Bill N3XL The PVRC get-together is held at the first LARC
meeting each quarter at the clubhouse.

The Annapolis Crew: Dan K2YWE Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each
month at Broadneck Grill in Annapolis. We gather at about 5:30 PM and order dinner
about 6. We break up usually before 8 PM. E-Mail K2YWE to be put on the e-mail
reminder list.

PVRC-NC: The PVRC NC-East chapter meetings are held at Manchester’s Bar and

Grill on the 9100 block of Leesville Rd. in North Raleigh, with “QRM” beginning at
6:00pm and the dinner meeting following shortly thereafter. The meeting is held monthly
on the 1st Thursday of most months, cancellations or changes usually announced on the
PVRC-NC website. The PVRC NC-West Chapter holds its meetings on the 4th Monday
of each month at the Mellow Mushroom, 314 W. 4th St., Winston-Salem, NC. Ragchew
at 7:00pm, dinner meeting starts at 7:30pm. All contesters and interested guests are
invited!

Central Virginia Contest Club: Ed NW4V  Meets the first Tuesday of the month at St.
Martins Church, 9000 St. Martin Lane, Richmond VA, (between W. Broad St. and N.
Parham Road). Our meeting begins at 7PM.
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http://mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo/pvrc
http://www.pvrc.org/chapters.htm
mailto:wx3b@yahoo.com
mailto:richnn3w@verizon.net
mailto:artboyars@gmail.com
http://www.larcmd.org/
mailto:k2ywe@yahoo.com
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?address=9109+Leesville+rd&city=Raleigh&state=NC&zipcode=27613&country=US&zoom=8&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?address=9109+Leesville+rd&city=Raleigh&state=NC&zipcode=27613&country=US&zoom=8&cid=lfmaplink
http://www.pvrcnc.org/
http://w4ws.org/
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Winston+Salem&state=NC&address=314+W+4th+St&zipcode=27101-2840&country=US&latitude=36.098118&longitude=-80.247162&geocode=ADDRESS

Over the Hill Bunch: The group meets for lunch at noon alternately in Maryland at the
College Park Holiday Hotel Route 1 and the Beltway or in Virginia at the Parkview
Marriot near route 50 and the Beltway. Meetings generally are held on the last
Wednesday of the month and are subject to change. Meetings are announced by E-
Mail. All PYRC members, non-members interested in membership and guests are
welcome. For information contact Roger Stephens, K5VRX, 703-658-3991 for Virginia
meetings; or Cliff Bedore W3CB or get on 147.00 for Maryland meetings.

Downtown Lunch Group: Meets on the 3rd Wednesday or Thursday of the month in
the downtown area of Washington, DC. Locations occasionally change, but are always
Metro accessible. Details are sent out on the PVRC reflector. Feel free to contact Eric
W3DQ or Brian WV4V for details and directions.

Southwest VA Chapter: The Southwest VA group meets each Wednesday at about
8:30 AM at Hardees at 20265 Timberlake Road in Lynchburg, VA. This is an informal
gathering, but normally has about 10-12 attendees..Contact Mark Sihlanick N2QT, Tel:
434-525-2921

SOMD Region Meeting: The Southern Maryland Chapter meets at 6:30PM on the first
Tuesday of even numbered months. We meet in the vicinity of Charlotte Hall, MD, with
the specific location (usually a local restaurant) to be announced several weeks prior to
the meeting (keep an eye on the reflector). These meetings are open to all PVRCers,
guests, and those interested in joining PVRC. Contact Tom AB3IC for information: e-
mail: GL1800Winger@verizon.net - cell: 240-434-3811

If you'd like to add or correct a listing, contact K3TN for inclusion in the Newsletter!
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mailto:GL1800Winger@verizon.net

Now a Word From Our Sponsors

PVRC doesn't ask for dues, but the Club does have expenses. Please send PayPal
donations via DAVE@WRS3L.NET or by snail mail to Dave’s address at QRZ.com. You
can also support the Club by buying from the firms listed who advertise in the newsletter,

or by getting your company to sponsor the newsletter!

TOWER WORKS
Specializing in Rohn guyed towers
Don Daso K4ZA
515 Withershinn Drive
Charlotte NC 28262
704-408-7948

e-mail: k4za@juno.com

www.k4za.com

QSL CARDS By LZ1JZ
WWW.LZ1JZ.COM

PROPRIETARY

4 MUG ARRAY

BY JEFF KTNSS
MORE MULTS*
MORE Qs*

MORE BUZZ*
NULL MURPHY*

WWW. ca?aépress.com/ShopDash

*YOURS MAY VARY
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THE R. F. CONNECTION
"Specialists in RF
Connectors and Coax"

213 North Frederick Avenue
Suite 11-F
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Tech Support:
301-840-5477

24-hour Fax:
301-869-3680

Order line:
800-783 -2666

Email: rfc@therfc.com

Please visit us at:
Hittp://www.therfc.com

Our catalog includes:

UHF Series, N Series, BNC Se-
ries, Adapters, F Series, DIN
Plugs, Portable Radio Power,
DIN Plugs, Hardline Connectors,
Audio Connectors, Microphone
Connectors, FME Series, SMA
Series, Reverse Thread SMA
Connectors, MCX Series,
MMCX Series, Adapter Kits,
Reverse Polarity (TNC, N,
SMA), 39 coax types and 5 bal-
anced lines

@TH

By Scott KAGFOX

.com

*Free Ham Radio Classifieds (most popular ham swap site)
*Low Cost Web Hosting, Email & Domain Name Services
*Web Design & Development
http://lwww.QTH.com


mailto:DAVE@WR3L.NET
http://www.qrz.com/db/wr3l

CSCLE
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6063-T832 Aluminium

Per
0.D. Foot
-375 $.50
.5 $.70
.625 $.80
-75 $.90 TX38 Triband Yagi Antenna
875 $.95 10-15-20 Meter with Monoband Performance
1 $1.00 2 Elements on 15 and 20 and 4 Elements on 10
1.125 $1.10 All hardware weather resistant
1.25 $1.30 Antenna Rated for over 100 MPH
1.375 $1.40
1.5 $1.50
2.0 $2.25 Official Antenna of WRTC 2014

U-Bolt Saddle Clamps for 1.25” Tubing —

3.5 Tubing www.cycle-24.com

Galvanized — Zinc Plated — Stainless Steel sales@cycle-24.com
Monoband Yagi Antenna Kits for 6-20 870-715-8228
Meters

Custom Built and Designed Yagi Antennas
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http://www.cycle-24.com/
mailto:sales@cycle-24.com

ANAHEIM, CA
(Near Disneyland)

933 N. Euclid St., 92801
(714) 533-7373

(800) 854-6046
Janet, KL7TMF, Mgr.
anaheim@hamradio.com

BURBANK, CA
1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506
(818) 842-1786
(800) 854-6046
Eric, KABIHT. Mar.
Magnolia between
S. Victory & Buena Vista
burbank@hamradio.com

OAKLAND, CA

2210 Livingston St., 94606
(510) 534-5757

(800) 854-6046

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr.

1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp
oakland@hamradio.com

SAN DIEGO, CA

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123
(858) 560-4900

(800) 854-6046

Tom, KM6K, Mgr.

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa
sandiego@hamradio.com

. SUNNYVALE, CA
510 Lawrence Exp. #102. 94085
(408) 736-9496
(800) 854-6046
Dan K6DN. Co-Mgr.
Howard, W6HOC, Co-Mgr.
So. from Hwy. 101
sunnyvale@hamradio.com

NEW CASTLE, DE
(Near Philadelphia)
1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720
(302) 322-7092
(800) 644-4476
Rick, K3TL. Mgr.
RT.13 1/4 mi,, So. |-295
com

GREAT YAESU
WINTER SPECIALS
Through 12/31/06

FREE

YSK-857
_thru 12731

VX-2R amd40 HT

« World's smallest Dual-band HT
w/ vide RX

*1.5 W RF output

« WIRES compatible

1300 Memory channels

Call For Low Price!

F1-857D
Uitra compact HF, VHE. UHF
« 100w HF/BM, 50w 2M, 20w UHF
« OSP included « 32 color display
+200 mems + Detachable front panet 1vs«-g57 re
Call for Low Price!

%

g
FT-60R Q‘Q{'.‘wm
«2mAd0 HT Y

FT-897D vHF/UHF/HF Transceiver «5W Wide-band receive iC

PORTLAND, OR
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy.
97223

(503) 598-0555

(800) 854-6046
Leon, W7AD, Mgr.
Tigard-99W exit

from Hwy. 5 & 217
portland@hamradio.com

DENVER, CO

8400 E. 1liff Ave. #9, 80231
(303) 745-7373

(800) 444-9476

John, NSEHP. Mgr.
denver@hamradio.com

PHOENIX, AZ

+ 1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021
(602) 242-3515
(800) 444-9476
Gary. N7GJ, Mgr.
1.mi. east of I-17
phoenix@hamradio.com

ATLANTA, GA

6071 Buford Hwy.. 30340
(770) 263-0700

(800) 444-7927

Mark, KJ4V0. Mgr.
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of -285
atlanta@hamradio.com

WOODBRIDGE, VA
(Near Washington 0.C.)
14803 Build America Dr. 22191
(703) 643-1063

(800) 444-4799

Steve, W4SHG. Mgr.

Exit 161, 1-95, So. to US 1
woodbridge@hamradio.com

SALEM, NH

(Near Boston)

224 N. Broadway, 03079
(603) 898-3750

(800) 444-0047
Chuck, N1UC. Mgr.
sales@hamradio.com
Exit 1. 1-93;

28 mi. No. of Boston
salem@hamradio.com

K °" FREE
° | YSK-7800
thru 12/31

+ CTCSS/DCS Built-in
« Emergency Auto 10

Low Price!

« HF/6M2M/70CM « DSP Built-in
« HF 100W (20W battery)
« Optional P.S. + Tuner « TCXO Built-in

Call Now For Our Low Pricing!

OGE!QGB“D

FT-7800R 2m:440 Mobile

50w 2m, 40w on 440mHz

=« Weather Alert

« 1000+ Mems

« WIRES Capability

« Wideband Receiver (Cell Blocked)

Call Now For Your Low Price!

VX-7R/VX-7R Black

50/2M/220/440 HT

* Wideband RX - 900 Memories

W TX (300mvs 220Mhz)
Battery

FT-817ND _Hr/vHEUHF TovR uilt-in CTCSS/DCS
« Internet WIRE patible

Now available in Black! A

FT-2000 +F .+ 6M tovr

* 100 W w/ auto tuner = built-in Power supply
« DSP filters / Voice memory recorder
+ 3 8and Parametric Mic EQ + 3 IF roofing fiiters

Call Now For Low Pricing!

*5W @13.8V ext DC = USB, LS8, CW. AM. FI

« Packet (1200/9600 Baud FIM) + 200 mems
 built in CTCSS/DCS * TX 160-10M, 6M, 2M, 440
*Compact 5.3" x 1.5" x 6.5", 2.6 Ibs

« FNB-85 NilMH battery + NC-728 included

Call Now For Low Pricing!

2M/220/440HT
+ wideband RX - 900 memories
« 5W 2/440 , 1.5W 220 MHz TX
« Li-ION Battery - EAI system
« Fully submersible to 3 ft.

« CW trainer built-in
NEW Low Price!

thru 12/31

FT-8800R 2m/440 Mobile

* V+UV+Y/U+U operation
* VU full duplex « Cross Band repeater function

2M Handheld
« Direct Keypad Entry

FT-8900R quadvand Transceiver

* 50W 2M 35W UHF * 5w outpul « 10M/6M/2M/70CM = Wires capable
* 1000+ Memory channels * 209 memaries thru 12/31 * 800+ memories  Built-in CTCSS/DCS
« WIRES ready  Ultra Rugged + Remotable w/optional YSK-8900

Call Now For Low Pricing! Call Now For Special Pricing! Call Now For Special Pricing

FREE SHIPPING f
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