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President’s Letter — Doug AA3S

Being our last Newsletter before we open a new year, it seems an appropriate time to look
back at some of our accomplishments as a club.

There are about 20 major radio contests that have club competitions with published results.
Those contests comprise our 5M Program list. Some are composed of multiple events in one
year in order to calculate a winner, such as Sweepstakes (2 events) and NAQP (6 events)
and that’s why you see more than 20 ‘contests’ on our 5M list.

Why do we have that 5M list and incentive program? Because the first item on our home
page Mission Statement is: Competing and winning in club competition.

How do we rate with that? The number of logs submitted by PVRC members in these
contests regularly exceeds the numbers from other clubs, so we are “competing” well.

But are we winning? The winning success is apparent, of these 20 contests, as of 2023
PVRC now wins more than half!
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PVRC has improved each year since at least 2019 in the number of these contests that we
have won. In my November 11 Reflector post, | provided a detailed table of those contests
and results. Below is a simplified version that highlights the important message of continuous
improvement. The number in each Table cell beside a contest name is where PVRC placed
in that contest for that year:

o YEAR——> 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 |2024@sof
PVRC 5Million Point Contest Name 11-10-2024 )
Total Number of 5M contests won by PVRC: 7 8 9 10 11 not avail.
ARRL RTTY Round Up JAN 2 2 3 2 1 1
NAQP Club Competition JAN-AUG 1 1 1 restructured 1 1
ARRL January VHF 9 6 5 5 7 5
CQ160 CW + SSB (rank in U.S.A.) JAN-FEB 1 1 1 1 1 1
CQ WPXRTTY (rankin U.S.A.) FEB 1 2 1 1 1 1
ARRL DX CW + SSB FEB-MAR 3 3 3 3 3 3
CQ WPX SSB + CW (rank in U.S.A.) MAR-MAY 2 2 1 2 1 2
CQMM DX (Brazil) APR (became 5M in 2023) 2 4 3 3 1 not avail.
ARRL June VHF (total score) 2 3 P 2 4 4
CQWW VHF Contest JUL 2 1 2 1 3 not avail.
WAE CW + SSB +RTTY AUG-SEP 1 1 1 1 1 not avail.
WW DIGI AUG 3 4 3 1 3 not avail.
ARRL September VHF 6 2 3 3 5 not avail.
CQWW RTTY (rank in U.S.A.) SEP 1 1 1 1 2 not avail.
Makrothen RTTY (became 5M in 2024) 3 2 1 2 1 1
WAG (Germany) OCT (became 5M in 2022) co:ﬂ"pg't‘i’:i’on co’:p;'ﬁ“;’on co"m°p2't‘.l‘fi’on 1 1 |notavail
CQWW SSB + CW OCT-NOV 3 3 3 3 3 not avail.
ARRL SS CW + SSB NOV 1 1 1 1 1 not avail.
ARRL 160M DEC 2 1 1 1 1 not avail.
ARRL 10M DEC 1 1 2 1 3 not avail.

For some of these contest wins the scores of the PVRC “big guns” were not enough and we
won only because of the logs submitted by the rest of us PVRCers. Our competition is just a
few points away, so whatever you are doing to contribute to our success, keep doing it!

As to the other goals in our Mission Statement, consider the many technical articles written
by our members for QST and our Newsletter. And the contest operating technique articles in
NCJ and on our Reflector. And the comradery at our dozen or so Chapter meetings each
month. And the multi-op stations that provide contesting opportunity and guidance to many.
And the thousands of dollars that PYRC members have contributed to educational programs
that encourage Science Technology Engineering & Math in general and Amateur Radio
specifically like the ARRL Teachers Institute (http://www.arrl.org/teachers-institute-quick-info)
and ARRL Scholarship programs (http://www.arrl.org/scholarship-descriptions). I'm sure
there are many more great examples.

At the conclusion of a calendar year it is traditional to generate personal resolutions. Please
consider these:
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As a PVRC member | resolve to —
- Once a month, read the PVRC Newsletter
- At least once a month attend a PVRC Chapter meeting (many are Zoom so no travel
required)
- Read at least the PVRC Reflector postings made by PVRC Officers (they steer the
ship you’re on, you'll want to know where you’re going!)

What a club, Go PVRC!
CUL 73 es HNY, Doug Hart, AA3S

Quick and Easy DIY Paddle Dust Cover — Rob K40V

A while ago, after cleaning the dust from
my paddles for the umpteenth time, |
decided to finally find a dust cover.
Looking around, | found an acrylic napkin
holder that is a good size for my paddles.

The finger slot for removing napkins provides a
good cable exit slot. Here’s the link for the one
I bought that fit my paddles



https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08JCF9T8Z/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&th=1
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Feedback from 2024 PVRC Scholarship Awardees — Ted WA3AER

Members of PVRC,

| want to express my immense thanks for your investment in my education.

Along with the financial assistance of scholarships from Capitol Technology University and
Howard Community College, your support could be enough to completely fund my tuition
from Capitol Technology University. | am very grateful for all of your support.

Since | applied to the scholarship, | was accepted to Capitol Technology University in
electrical engineering, and | participated in Field Day with the Goddard Amateur Radio Club. |
am still involved in SilverSat, building our flight model for delivery in January 2025. Soon, |
plan to attend the Youth on the Air Camp in Halifax, NS, Canada, and tour Dalhousie
University as a possible graduate school. Although tentative because of camp, | want to
volunteer at the Takoma Park Fourth of July Parade.

Thank you,
Isaac Schofer, AC3CJ (he/him/his)

Amateur radio activities since application:

* Field Day 2024 with the Goddard Amateur Radio Club,
WA3NAN

Ongoing amateur radio activities:

e SilverSat; we are now under contract to deliver the
satellite in January 2025 and are currently building the
flight model.

e Accepted to Capitol Technology University to study for
my bachelor's degree in electrical engineering.

Planned activities:

2024 Takoma Park [Maryland] 4th of July Parade (tentative because of
Youth on the Air Camp)

2024 Youth On the Air Camp in Halifax, NS, Canada, July 7 to 12.

July 12: General tour of Dalhousie University as a candidate for
graduate study
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Dear Potomac Valley Radio Club,

My name is Vincent Lambraia, K4VBL, located in Virginia. | would
like to thank you very much for your generosity in awarding me
this scholarship. Itis a great honor. | am a full-time online college
student with Southeastern University pursuing a major in
Communications and Mass Media, with a Minor in Biblical
Studies. As | move forward in college, the funds awarded by this
scholarship will be a great asset to me for my endeavors. Your
investment in me and the next generation is something | greatly
appreciate.

Amateur radio has served a dual purpose in my life. Not only is it a vital form of emergency
communication, but also it has provided me with a hobby that is fun, exciting, and
unpredictable. You never know who might cross your path on the airwaves. | have been
fortunate enough to speak with stations from New York City all the way to Japan, and
everywhere in between. In addition, | enjoyed Summer Field Day very much this year,
making contacts with stations from New Jersey to California. | am thankful that the ARRL
supports and promotes this exhibition of our hobby

Ham radio has an even more meaningful place in my life. | have some disabilities,
such as cerebral palsy, autism, and hydrocephalus, which hinder my independence
somewhat, so amateur radio has been a wonderful pastime that | can call my own. Driving
and playing organized sports are two things | cannot do because of these challenges.
However, radio is something | can do. This has made radio even more enjoyable and
something | can very much appreciate. | love amateur radio, and it is a great privilege and
pleasure to interact and meet hams worldwide. Continuing to expand my knowledge and
enjoyment of radio is something | greatly look forward to doing. Through your support of me
and my education, | look forward to using these opportunities to share my story in hopes that
I may encourage others, no matter what their challenges may be, to get involved in and enjoy
amateur radio.

| want to thank your club and its members for what they are doing for amateur radio
by supporting the next generation of operators. Once again, thank you so very much for your
generosity and for choosing me as one recipient of the Potomac Valley Radio Club
Scholarship. | appreciate it more than you know, and | intend to use it wisely to support my
ongoing educational goals. | wish you all the best.

73 and thank you again,
Vincent Lambraia, K4VBL

olalodins
SOHloL AR
WINNERS!
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Youthful MultiMulti at PJ2T in CQ WW SSB — Connor W4IPC

From Geoff WOCG: This was a youth-centered team. | hope you all noticed a lot of young
voices, and female voices, emanating from PJ2T this past weekend. We welcomed Violetta,
KN2P, to the team. She’s an ace contester, is training in Colorado to be a professional pilot,
and adapted to our complex station very quickly. Another female voice and expert contest
operator was Morgan, KISSXY, an aerospace engineering student at the Missouri University
of Science and Technology, Rolla. Yet another young voice was that of Leon, DL3ON, a top
operator and an EE student in Munich who operates often at DQ2C. | met him at WRTC last
summer in Italy, never imagining that we would be lucky enough to recruit him to Curacao.
Leading our youth team was CCC member Connor, W4IPC. Contesters worldwide know him
to be both technically and operationally supremely capable, and a few weeks before the
contest | turned over all aspects of leading the team to him.

From Connor W4IPC: Wow, what a contest! Conditions weren't exactly what we had hoped
they would be, but spectacular, nonetheless. The low bands were as expected in the
Caribbean. 20m for us definitely became a low band during the day, but 10m just kept
coming and coming!

Unfortunately, our fearless leader WOCG had a family emergency and had to leave us last
minute and put me in charge of scheduling, planning, strategies, and most importantly, the
whole station. Huge thanks to Leon DL3ON for stepping up to help me with strategies during
the contest, it was well needed help.

Despite a few setbacks we had (including our ever present 20m to 10m interference that has
plagued and eluded us for years) we crushed our 12k QSO 25 million point goal thanks to the
huge multing efforts of the whole team despite that half of our radios do not have a sub and
we famously have no mult station....... YET!

A big thanks from all the youth operators to everyone who helped make this event possible. It
was an incredible experience, and we all got to share our knowledge and had lots of fun
together. "Lessons in bushwhacking were learned by Leon and me on our trip to replace the
remote coax switch on our ridge tower when | heard a strange noise and looked back to see
a huge cactus stuck in Leon’s foot and leg. Always remember to hike to your ridge towers
with a pair of needle nose pliers!

73 on behalf of the operators and see you next year with an even younger team!

L-R

Melissa W7MAH, Pim PC8M,
Morgan KI5SXY, Connor W4IPC,
Leon DL3ON, Violetta KN2P,
James W7EY
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More PVRC NC Bling — Mark N2QT

K4XL with GOLD! Medal and 35M
endorsement sticker

N3CW Ed with Bronze medal on K4CUE in support

John N3MN with bronze and the 3D printed
PVRC emblem created by Andy KR4FS
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PVRC DX Marathon Standings — Frank W3LPL

(Editor’s note: The ARRL still hasn’t recovered fully from the ransomware attack back in May
and is not able to update online DXCC standings. Thanks to Frank W3LPL for the data each
month to make this a regular feature. Please report any omissions or errors to Frank.

— K3TN)

46 PVRC members are patrticipating in the CQ DX Marathon, a considerable increase over
35 last month. How can you contribute to PVRC's club entry in the CQ DX Marathon?

It couldn't be easier. Simply upload your entire 2024 log in adif format You can upload a
single adif file or multiple adif files. After loading your log file(s), click on the CONTINUE
button and fill out the simple form that identifies you. Then click on the CONTINUE button
again and click on the SUBMIT button. https://entry.dxmarathon.com

The big change this month is that eight PYVRC members are now participating in the CQ DX
Marathon Challenge. Those eight members have contributed more club score to PVRC's DX
Marathon club entry than all of the other PYRC members combined!

How can you enter the CQ DX Marathon Challenge or change your entry from CQ DX
Marathon to CQ Marathon Challenge? Send a short one sentence email requesting
registration in the CQ DX Marathon Challenge to wc3wmark@gmail.com After you receive a
reply email from WC3W simply upload your adif log(s) to the CQ DX Marathon Challenge
submission tool athttps://entry.dxmarathon.com

CALL DXCC CALL DXCC CALL DXCC CALL DXCC
K5EK 306 N3AM 238 N5SHC 209 K2EJ 155
K1HTV 291 K4axL 234 N6DW 209 W3IDT 133
W3ICM 290 N1RM 226 WT3K 207 NW3L 154
K3STX 284 KOZR 223 K4FTO 193 K2EJ 153
W3LL 273 KB3Z 223 KK40DQ 189 W3IDT 133
W4vIC 266 WD4ETU 223 NACF 181
w3zQl 260 NN4RB 219 WA4PGM 178
W2GG 254 N4ZR 218 wWcC4J 174
K3WA 254 NOYY 217 NW3L 171
KE4S 253 N3RTW 215 N4IW 170
K2YWE 242 W3DF 214 KA4RRU 169
K3AJ 238 N3QE 210 KG4USN 157

Our Challenge scores:

K3IMM 1842 KM3V 1085
W3LPL 1810 K3TN 1051
N2QT 1534 KG4USN 661
N1EK 1292 K2GO 590


mailto:donovanf@erols.com
https://entry.dxmarathon.com/
mailto:wc3wmark@gmail.com
https://entry.dxmarathon.com/
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Membership News — Tim N3QE

Chapter leaders please remember to complete the Meeting Attendance Report.
Members can check and update their roster details via the Roster Lookup.

Upcoming Contests — from WA7BNM

December 2024

+ ARRL 160-Meter Contest 22007, Dec 6 to 1600Z, Dec 8

+ FT Challenge 1800Z, Dec 7 to 2359Z, Dec 8

+ ARRL 10-Meter Contest 0000Z, Dec 14 to 2400Z, Dec 15
+ OK DX RTTY Contest 0000Z-2400Z, Dec 21

+ ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW 1800Zz-2359Z, Dec 22

+ RAC Winter Contest 0000Z-2359Z, Dec 28

+ Stew Perry Topband Challenge 1500Z, Dec 28 to 1500Z, Dec 29
+ YOTA Contest 1000Zz-2159Z, Dec 30

RED — scores count towards PVRC 5M Awards or Challenge Program

Editor’s Last Word — John K3TN

Thanks to WASAER, K40V, W4IPC, W3LPL and N2QT for contributions to this issue of
the PVRC newsletter. PVRC members made my job very easy in 2024!

| spent about 12 hours as a remote op at OZ5W. 160, 80 and 40 sure sound different
from that side of the pond. | worked many loud PVRCers — 3 pointers, compared to all
those 1 point EU stations! | also had a few frequency fights with LZ single letter suffix
stationa — that was a new definition of loud! But | was loud too — mutually assured
destruction was operational.

With any luck, propagation for 2025 will look a lot like the awesome conditions we had in
2024. The 10M test should be awesome; of course, the 160M not so much.

The quality and usefulness of the PVRC newsletter depends on contributions from
members. If you have photos from club meetings, screenshots of new contest software,
or writeups on station improvements or contest war stories, send them in any format to
jpescatore at aol dot com.



http://www.pvrc.org/5M/meetingreport.php
http://www.pvrc.org/5M/Roster_Lookup.php
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=194
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=766
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=199
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=204
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=502
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=205
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=207
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=696
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From the PVRC Treasurer — Ted WA3AER

PVRC has chosen not to implement an annual dues requirement. We depend on the
generosity of all our club members to finance our annual budget. In addition, active
PVRC members are expected to participate and submit logs for at least two PVRC Club
Competition contests per year.

When contemplating your donation to PVRC, each member should consider the benefit
you are receiving from PVRC and its many opportunities for your personal growth in our
wonderful hobby, then donate accordingly.

Direct donations to PVRC via Credit Card or PayPal may be made by clicking this
"Donate" button and clicking the next Donate button that appears on your screen:

Donate

= = vise i ] o]

Donations to PVRC are not tax deductible

Eyeball QSO Directions

The latest info on local club meetings and get togethers will always be sent out on the
PVRC reflector and posted on the PVRC web site.

KEEP
CALM

AND

COME TO
THE PVRC
MEETING!

Created with keepcalm-generator.com
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Now a Word From Our Sponsors

PVRC doesn't ask for dues, but the Club does have expenses. You can also support the
Club by buying from the firms listed who advertise in the newsletter!
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Your source for DX News!

Get a free two week trial of The Daily DX and The Weekly DX by sending a request to
bernie@dailydx.com.

The Daily DX
3025 Hobbs Road

Glenwood, Maryland 21738
Phone: 410-489-6518

PVRC QSL Cards
by
1L.Z1J7Z QSL Print

~ GREENHERONENGINEERINGLLC e

www.greenheronengineering.com
RT-21 DIGITAL ROTATOR CONTROLLERS

Unmatched Performance for any Rotator

RT-21

RT-21 AZ/EL

RT-21D

GH EVERYWARE WIRELESS CONTROLS [
- Internet access for switches and rotators

- Eliminate cables and tethered control boxes | 4

- Create customized on-screen controls

Great circle maps

¢ GH Everyware Base and Remote
. )

FREE Shipping for PVRC Members
' At Checkout Enter Coupon Code “PVRC”

- USB and wireless relay controls

| A
- Utilizes your existing antenna | = 4
' switches e -
I i o o Y i R s i R o i i " |
Heavy Duty Custom Mast Clamps Y7 Select-8 Wireless Remote Coax Switch !
-for G-2800 and Orion - - Built-in GHE Wireless ‘
SR, - Powered through the coax
Wi-Fi Option = - Tower leg Mount
control your rotator from any web browser device - Amphenol RF connectors
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Lz QSL Printing Servica _wordmses

DXCC Country List
. Edition 2024
https://Izprint.eu
SIZE:
Full color 4G+4 cards. 38,6" x 26,8"
Special discount for PVRC Members. (98 x 68 cm)
Prices are including delivery to you: . .
$25 including 3 i
250 QSL-$45 * 500 QSL-$55 * 1000 QSL - $65 delivery world wide
i s = 8 g 5
-@-m = ¢ 5 =

@QTH: Ham Radio
Classified Ads

v- Most Popular Ham Classifieds
v FREE to Buy / Sell / Trade
For more info, contact KA9FOX@QTH.com

ort Our Newsletter Advel*tisers!
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Need Gift Ideas? Call Our Santa’s Helper Hotline!

From headsets to transceivers, hats to tool kits, you’ll find everything for the Hams in your life at one convenient place—DXEngineering.com.
Not sure what to buy? Order a DX Engineering Gift Card in denominations from $25 to $500. And if you have questions about finding that perfect
gift, our Elmers are only a phone call or email away. From all of us at DX Engineering, 73 and Happy Holidays!

R i

Hollday Shoppmg Made Easy'

Check DXEngineering.com for up to date
holiday shipping information.
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% g ENSINEERING
O™ o lc.

SRR M LA

.: DX) ENGINEERING

s:gn up for DX Engmeermg Hot News text alerts by textmg “JOIN” to 330 403-4269

Ordering (via phone) Country Code: +1 Ohio Showroom Hours:

9 am to midnight ET, Monday-Friday 9amto 5 pm ET, Monday-Saturday
9amto5 pm ET, Weekends Ohio Curbside Pickup:

Phone or e-mail Tech Support: 330-572-3200 9 am to 8 pm ET, Monday-Saturday
9amto 7 pm ET, Monday-Friday 9amto 7 pm ET, Sunday

9am to 5 pm ET, Saturday Nevada Curbside Pickup:
Email: DXEngineering@DXEngineering.com 9 am to 7 pm PT, Monday-Sunday

ENGINEERING 800-777-0703 | DXEngineering.com

Email Support 24/7/365 at DXEngineering@DXEngineering.com
Giving Back: Proud supporter of youth operators, DXpeditions, and ham radio in our communities!

DXE PVRC Newsletter Ad Dec24.indd 2 @ 11/15/24 10:02AM



ELECRAFT K4

High-Performance Direct-Sampling SDR
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O ELECRAFT K4 TRANSCEIVER

A direct-sampling SDR you’ll love to use

Our new K4 transceiver harnesses advanced signal processing while retaining

the best aspects of the K3S and P3. It features a 7" touch display, plus arich set of
dedicated controls. Per-VFO transmit metering makes split mode foolproof. Band-
stacking registers and per-receiver settings are versatile and intuitive. Control usage
information is just one tap away thanks to a built-in help system.

Modular, hybrid architecture adapts to your needs

The basic K4 covers 160-6 m, with dual receive on the same or different bands. The
K4D adds diversity receive, with a full set of band-pass filters for the second receiver.
(Thanks to direct RF sampling, there's no need for crystal filters in either the K4 or
K4D.) The K4HD adds a dual superhet module for extreme-signal environments. Any
K4 model can be upgraded to the next level, and future enhancements-such as a
planned internal VHF/UHF module-can be added as needed.

Single or dual panadapter, plus a high-resolution tuning aid
The main panadapter can be set up as single or dual. Separate from the main
panadapter is our per-receiver mini-pan tuning aid, with a resampled bandwidth
as narrow as +/- 1 kHz. You can turn it on by tapping either receiver’s S-meter or by
tapping on a signal of interest, then easily auto-spot or fine tune to the signal.

Comprehensive 1/0, plus full remote control

The K4's rear panel includes all the analog and digital I/O you'll ever need. All K-line
accessories are supported, including amps, ATUs, and our K-Pod controller. The
USB display output supports its own user-specified format. Via Ethernet, the

K4 can be 100% remote controlled from a PC, notebook, tablet, or even another
K4, with panadapter data included in all remote displays. Work the world from
anywhere—in style!

NR NTCH FIL
8 9 0

ADJ MANUAL APF

A»B SPOT  'MODE
a . -~

( K4AKEYFEATURES )

Optimized for ease of use

Modular, upgradeable design

7" color screen with touch and mouse control

ATU with 10:1+ range, 3 antenna jacks

Up to 5 receive antenna sources

Full remote control via Ethernet

@ ELECRAFRT

For complete features and specifications.visit.elecraft.com:«.831-763-4211

k4 QST.indd 1

The K4.interfaces seamlessly. with'the
KPA500.and KPA1500 amplifiers

‘The performance:of their products is only.
eclipsed by their service and'support: Truly
amazing!”. . Joe - W1GO

2/1/21 1:25 PM
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12 STORES NATIONWIDE | SUPERIOR SALES & SERVICE | ONLINE SUPERSTORE

HAM
RADIO
UTLET

o WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION

ANAHEIM, CA: 800-854-6046 | ATLANTA, GA: 800-444-7927 | DENVER, CO: 800-444-9476
MILWAUKEE, WI: 800-558-0411 | NEW CASTLE, DE: 800-644-4476 | PHOENIX, AZ: 800-559-7388
PLANO, TX: 877-455-8750 | PORTLAND, OR: 800-765-4267 | SACRAMENTO, CA: 877-892-1745
SALEM, NH: 800-444-0047 | WINTER SPRINGS, FL: 800-327-1917 | WOODBRIDGE, VA: 800-444-4799

HAMRADIO.COM

AR




